












1312

STUDENT RESOURCES

Radiant Life Adult Student Guides will help 
your students prepare for the week’s study 
as well as follow along during class. 

Each of the  lesson’s main points and core  
information is covered in this booklet, 
 conveniently sized to fit in most Bibles.  
Plus, questions at the end of every section  
will  challenge adults to apply biblical truth  
in their personal lives. 

This resource is also available in a Large  
Print Edition for those who appreciate  
easier-to-read print. 

Adult Lesson Folders ensure your  
visitors don’t feel left out. This loose-
leaf resource allows you to give a 
condensed version of the day’s lesson 
to those without a Student Guide so 
they can follow along during class. 

Each of the  lesson’s main points and 
core information is covered along with 
the Scripture setting. Plus, questions 
at the end of each section will  
challenge adults to apply the truth  
in their personal lives. 

Daily Bible Reading topics and Scripture pas-
sages from the Teacher Guide and Resource 
Packet are printed on the first page of every Adult 
Student Guide lesson and Adult Lesson Folder. 

These six reading passages will enhance 
your students’ personal devotions as they dig 
deeper into the study’s topic. It’s just another 
way Radiant Life connects learning to life.

Small enough to fit in a Bible, God’s Word for Today* encourages your  
students to develop a life-long habit of pursuing God through His Word  
as they journey through the Bible in a year. 

Each daily devotion focuses on a key portion of the Bible and ends  
with a prayer suggestion, challenge, or thought for the day that will  
help adults apply a central truth to their lives. 

And the daily prayer emphasis will encourage them to use their  
intercessory skills as they pray for the world, missionaries, Christian  
organizations, and social issues.

* Published quarterly. Yearly subscriptions available.

Uplifting stories in LIVE* will inspire adults 
in their Christian walk. Be sure to send 
this eight-page, mini-magazine home 
with your class members each week.

* Published quarterly. Yearly subscriptions available.

Study Text2 Chronicles 34:1 through 35:19

Key Verse2 Kings 23:25Like unto him was there no 
king before him, that turned 
to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with 
all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither 

after him arose there any like 
him (KJV).

Neither before nor after Josiah 
was there a king like him who turned to the Lord as he 

did—with all his heart and with 
all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all 

the Law of Moses (NIV).

Josiah the Reformer

Study 
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Introducing the Study Today we examine the reign of a man 

who was perhaps Judah’s greatest king: 

Josiah. It’s been said that Josiah had “tunnel 

vision.” This is often used as a negative say-

ing, but in this case it is quite positive. Josiah 

was utterly focused on doing what was right 

in the eyes of the Lord, to the great benefit of 

himself as well as the nation of Judah that he 

led so effectively.As you proceed through this study, 

pay close attention to the needs in Judah in 

Josiah’s time, as well as the types of reforms 

he took. Notice his profound reverence for 

God’s Word, and the priority he placed on 

celebrating the Lord. Josiah is a man whose 

life is worth emulating.

Commentary & Application 
1. Zeal for Godly Reform2 Chronicles 34:1–13

Josiah is the last king of Judah to 
be described as one who did what was 
right in the eyes of the Lord (2 Chron-
icles 34:2). Josiah was a remarkable 
king who sought the Lord wholeheart-
edly. The author of 2 Kings stated that 

never before or after was there a king 
like him (2 Kings 23:25). We might be surprised at Josiah’s 

reform. Manasseh was Josiah’s grand-
father, and Josiah’s father was Amon—
a king who pursued all the wicked-
ness of Manasseh’s reign yet did not 
repent as his father did. Amon’s reign 
was so destructive that conspirators 

We should devote ourselves entirely  
to following the Lord.
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A s we study the life and reign of Josiah, we observe 

three important principles that apply to Christian 

leaders as well as to every person who follows Christ. 

First, Josiah sought the Lord. His innermost thoughts 

and priorities were focused in the right direction. Yet 

he did not limit himself to a personal response. Sec-

ond, he took action, destroying the ungodliness that 

plagued the land and threatened to undo him. He dealt 

with evil. Third, he conveyed his convictions to oth-

ers—those under his reign.Think about how you can apply these principles, 

whether you are a leader or not. Do you seek the Lord 

zealously? Do you need to eliminate any sinful influ-

ences? Who can you influence or encourage to follow 

Jesus? 
One thing I can do this week in response to this lesson . . .

DISCIPLESHIP IN ACTION
DAILY BIBLE READINGSMondayLaws for the King. Deuteronomy 17:14–20TuesdayCovenant Faithfulness Rewarded. Deuteronomy 28:1–9WednesdayZealous for God’s Law. Psalm 119:129–140ThursdayBe Salt and Light. Matthew 5:13–16
Friday

A Holy Nation. 1 Peter 2:1–9
SaturdayRepent and Return. Revelation 2:1–7

long after the time of Josiah, and 
therefore to a nation that had returned 
from Babylonian exile. He was 
directing them toward true worship 
and devotion to God as they rebuilt 
the temple and reordered their lives. 
Josiah’s celebration was the ideal 
to which the newly returned people 
could and should aspire.Note also that the Passover 

feast exceeded all the observances of  
the Passover ever held. This celebra-
tion of God’s salvation, in the form 
of deliverance from Egypt centu-
ries before, captures the godly joy  

and righteous priority of Josiah’s 
reign. 

For Classroom DiscussionWhat does this passage about the 
Levites tell us about the importance 
of serving the community of faith? 

For Personal ResponseIn what ways do you celebrate the 
Lord? 

land (verses 3–7). Note that Josiah went 
beyond destroying the high places and 
idols. He also executed those leading the 
apostasy. He knew that such steps could 
help prevent a relapse into spiritual failure. 

Note also that Josiah’s reforms reached 
into the northern kingdom of Israel. They 
had already fallen nearly a century earlier. 
Thus the king had latitude to go into all the 
land of Israel and purge it of idolatry. 

In the eighteenth year of his reign, 
King Josiah set about restoring the tem-
ple of the Lord (2 Chronicles 34:8). At 
the heart of all this activity was Josiah’s 
passionate desire to seek the Lord (verse 
3). The Hebrew word used for “seek,” 
includes a sense of inquiring or consult-
ing the Lord. Josiah contrasted greatly 
with the kings who had allowed the tem-
ple to fall into ruin (verse 11).

Do you feel like Christians need to expe-
rience reform from time to time, and, if 
so, why? 

2. Reverence for God’s Word

2 Chronicles 34:14–32

Take a moment to reflect on the scene 
in 2 Chronicles 34:14–28. Note especially 
the strong emphasis King Josiah placed 
on the book of the Law, discovered during 
the process of temple restoration. Clearly, 
the Law had long been neglected.

When Shaphan reported the discov-
ery and read the Law to the king, Josiah 
responded by tearing his royal robes of 
dignity, a sign of humiliation and repen-
tance. Although he had already been seek-
ing the Lord, the Law revealed to him 
the great gap between the commands of 
the covenant and the sinful actions of the 
people. Josiah saw that the people were 

guilty, and so he sent a delegation to the 
prophetess Huldah to find instruction on 
how to proceed (verses 22–28). 

Note that Josiah had a reverence for 
both the written and the prophetic word 
of God. We know even today that the 
prophetic word often applies to and rein-
forces the written word. The king showed 
wisdom by seeking the voice of the 
prophetess regarding God’s Word.

Huldah had bad news for the nation. 
Their sins had already incurred God’s 
judgment. The reason is the same as 
reported throughout the histories of the 
kings: “they have forsaken me” (verse 
25). The judgment of Judah would come 
as a result of God’s anger. 

Upon hearing the message, Josiah 
gathered the people together in order 
to read the Law to them, then led in a 
renewal of the covenant (2 Chronicles 
34:29–32). The king vowed to keep the 
covenant “with all his heart, and with all 
his soul” (verse 31, KJV). 

The response of the king and the peo-
ple is striking in light of the prophetic 
word. Judah would suffer judgment. Yet 
their love for God was such that they 
sought Him all the more. Whereas former 
kings had led the nation astray, Josiah 
would lead them back to the God of their 
fathers (verse 32).

What does it mean to show reverence for 
God’s Word, and to what degree is such 
reverence necessary today? 

3. Celebrating the Passover

2 Chronicles 35:1–19

Following their reaffirmation of the 
covenant, Josiah prepared to lead the peo-
ple in a grand celebration of the Passover 

2 Chronicles 34:1. Josiah was eight years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jeru-
salem one and thirty years.
2. And he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David 
his father, and declined neither to the right 
hand, nor to the left.
3. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he 
was yet young, he began to seek after the God 
of David his father: and in the twelfth year he 
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the 
high places, and the groves, and the carved 
images, and the molten images.
8. Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when 
he had purged the land, and the house, he sent 
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the 
governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz 
the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord 
his God.
15. And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan 
the scribe, I have found the book of the law in 
the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah delivered 
the book to Shaphan.
18. Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. 
And Shaphan read it before the king.

19. And it came to pass, when the king had heard 
the words of the law, that he rent his clothes.
30. And the king went up into the house of the 
Lord, and all the men of Judah, and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all the people, great and small: and 
he read in their ears all the words of the book 
of the covenant that was found in the house of 
the Lord.
33. And Josiah took away all the abominations 
out of all the countries that pertained to the chil-
dren of Israel, and made all that were present 
in Israel to serve, even to serve the Lord their 
God. And all his days they departed not from 
following the Lord, the God of their fathers.
35:1. Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the 
Lord in Jerusalem: and they killed the passover 
on the fourteenth day of the first month.

18. And there was no passover like to that kept 
in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; 
neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a 
passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were pres-
ent, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 34:1. Josiah was eight years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in Jeru-
salem thirty-one years. 
2. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 
and followed the ways of his father David, not 
turning aside to the right or to the left.

3. In the eighth year of his reign, while he 
was still young, he began to seek the God of 
his father David. In his twelfth year he began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, 
Asherah poles and idols. 

8. In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to 
purify the land and the temple, he sent Shaphan 
son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the 
city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to 
repair the temple of the Lord his God.

15. Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I 
have found the Book of the Law in the temple 
of the Lord.” He gave it to Shaphan.

18. Then Shaphan the secretary informed the 
king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” 
And Shaphan read from it in the presence of 
the king.
19. When the king heard the words of the Law, 
he tore his robes.
30. He went up to the temple of the Lord with 
the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, the priests and the Levites—all the people 
from the least to the greatest. He read in their 
hearing all the words of the Book of the Cov-
enant, which had been found in the temple of 
the Lord.
33. Josiah removed all the detestable idols from 
all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and 
he had all who were present in Israel serve the 
Lord their God. As long as he lived, they did 
not fail to follow the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors. 
35:1. Josiah celebrated the Passover to the 
Lord in Jerusalem, and the Passover lamb was 
slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the first 
month.
18. The Passover had not been observed like 
this in Israel since the days of the prophet Sam-
uel; and none of the kings of Israel had ever 
celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with 
the priests, the Levites and all Judah and Israel 
who were there with the people of Jerusalem.
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Like unto him was there no 

king before him, that turned 

to the Lord with all his heart, 

and with all his soul, and 

with all his might, accord-

ing to all the law of Moses; 

neither after him arose there 

any like him (KJV).

Neither before nor after 

Josiah was there a king 

like him who turned to the 

Lord as he did—with all his 

heart and with all his soul 

and with all his strength, in 

accordance with all the Law 

of Moses (NIV).
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Introducing the Study 

Today we examine the reign of a man who was 

perhaps Judah’s greatest king: Josiah. It’s been said 

that Josiah had “tunnel vision.” This is often used 

as a negative saying, but in this case it is quite 

positive. Josiah was utterly focused on doing what 

was right in the eyes of the Lord, to the great ben-

efit of himself as well as the nation of Judah that 

he led so effectively.

As you proceed through this study, pay close 

attention to the needs in Judah in Josiah’s time, 

as well as the types of reforms he took. Notice his 

profound reverence for God’s Word, and the prior-

ity he placed on celebrating the Lord. Josiah is a 

man whose life is worth emulating.

Commentary & Application 

1. Zeal for Godly Reform

2 Chronicles 34:1–13

Josiah is the last king of Judah to be 

described as one who did what was right 

in the eyes of the Lord (2 Chronicles 34:2). 

Josiah was a remarkable king who sought 

the Lord wholeheartedly. The author of 

2 Kings stated that never before or after 

was there a king like him (2 Kings 23:25). 

We might be surprised at Josiah’s reform. 

Manasseh was Josiah’s grandfather, and 

Josiah’s father was Amon—a king who 

pursued all the wickedness of Manasseh’s 

reign yet did not repent as his father did. 

Amon’s reign was so destructive that con-

spirators assassinated him after two years. 

The people executed the conspirators and 

placed Josiah on the throne at the age of 

eight. 
Scripture notes that Josiah began to 

seek the Lord at sixteen, and four years 

later began critical spiritual reforms. 

This included purging idolatry from the 

We should devote ourselves entirely  

to following the Lord.


