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WELCOME TO RADIANT LIFE

Gospel  Publ ishing House
1445 N. Boonvi l le Ave.
Springf ield,  Missouri  65802-1894

Hello. My name’s Mark. 
For years Sunday School was a chore—

I either mentally wandered during it or just 

avoided it altogether. But when I came to 

this church, the adult class teacher, Bill,  

invited me to attend his class. I wasn’t really 

interested at first, but I went—and 

I haven’t missed a Sunday since. 

Every week, the Word of God really 

comes alive to me. And facts and 

figures keep my analytical mind 

happy. So I invite you to take a 

look. I’m sure you’ll like what 

you find.

 3   Welcome to Radiant Life
 4   Radiant Life Philosophy
 5   Sample Teacher Guide Lesson
 10   Classroom Resources
 12   Student Resources
 

Call  Tol l  Free:  1-800-641-4310 ($5 Minimum)
Fax Tol l  Free:  1-800-328-0294
Internat ional  Fax:  417-862-5881
Email :  customerserviceorders@gph.org
www.RadiantLi fe.org
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INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE
2 Timothy 3:16

THE ONE TRUE GOD
Deuteronomy 6:4

THE TRINITY
Matthew 28:19

THE DEITY OF CHRIST
John 1:1

SALVATION
Titus 3:5–7

WATER BAPTISM
Matthew 28:19

COMMUNION
1 Corinthians 11:22–26

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM
Acts 2:4

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1 Corinthians 12:4–10, 28

SANCTIFICATION
Romans 12:1,2

CHURCH AS BODY OF CHRIST
Ephesians 4:11–16

MINISTRY
Mark 16:15–20

DIVINE HEALING
Isaiah 53:4,5

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
1 Thessalonians 4:16,17

We Believe…

    SAVE VALUABLE PREP TIME
Time is valuable, and you probably don’t have a lot of it to 
spare. That’s why our lessons are easy to use. The central 
truth, overall focus, and lesson introduction makes prep-time 
a snap. Plus, the outline format helps you move quickly and 
easily through the lesson as you teach. 

   ADAPT TO MEET YOUR NEEDS
No one knows your students like you do. That’s why every 
Radiant Life Adult lesson includes plenty of discussion opportuni-
ties and group activities so you can choose the best lesson options 
to fit your schedule and meet your students’ learning needs. 

   KEEP STUDENTS INVOLVED 
All your students want to enjoy class time, but how much of 
the study do they remember? Research shows that adults learn 
best in a variety of ways: 

 
You’ll find Radiant Life Adult lessons cover each of these 
learning  preferences, so you can include those that appeal to 
your students’ needs. 

 SEE YOUR STUDENTS’ LIVES CHANGED
Your goal is to help adults become more Christlike. Our goal is 

the same. That’s why Radiant Life Adult studies include features like 
Discipleship in Action, Ministry in Action, and For Further Study. 
After all, Christian growth requires practical application of God’s 
Word to your students’ lives daily, whether they’re young or just 
young at heart. 

 • Seeing (visual: 40%)

 •  Hearing (auditory: 20–30%)

• Touching (tactual: 15 –20%)

• Moving (kinesthetic: 15–20%)

TAILOR-MADE LEARNING.
Because every student learns differently, Adult lessons include 
activity options that target the four basic learning styles. That 
way, you can tailor your lesson to meet the needs of your stu-
dents. Here’s how your students learn:

ANALYTIC
Mark values facts and figures, enjoys lecture, and analyzing 
information. He works as a computer analyst. 

COMMON SENSE
Diane is a problem solver and hands-on learner who enjoys test-
ing ideas. Those traits serve her well in her profession as a doctor.

IMAGINATIVE
Brenda is a “big picture” person who likes to ask questions and 
explore ideas in a discussion format. She’s an enthusiastic par-
ticipant and friendly to  students, old and new.

DYNAMIC
Stephen is creative and has a “what if?” mentality. He is a risk-taker 
and tends to be the leader. He’s known for starting projects and not 
finishing them. He’s started several businesses over the years.

 RADIANT LIFE PHILOSOPHY

You’ll know your Radiant Life lessons are  
successful when two things  happen—your 
students gain Bible knowledge, and they let 
 biblical  principles change their lives. With 
Radiant Life you’ll . . .

To download the complete Radiant Life Theme Chart, visit www.RadiantLife.org.

RADIANT LIFE IS ALWAYS BIBLICALLY SOUND
Radiant Life lessons are firmly rooted in God’s Word—and they always will be! Plus, our unique Pentecostal emphasis ensures that Radiant Life 
curriculum goes beyond the basics, allowing the Holy Spirit to make life-altering transformation.

Teaching Goals detail mea-
surable goals specific to 
each lesson for imparting 
and reinforcing knowledge, 
influencing attitudes, and 
influencing behaviors.  

Teaching Resources simplify 
your lesson preparation with 
its step-by-step instruc-
tions, list of needed materi-
als from the Radiant Life 
Adult Resource Packet, and 
any other supplies neces-
sary for a great lesson.

Historical-Literary 
Background provides 
further insight into the 
lesson for context and 
deeper understanding.

The Golden Text is a key 
passage of Scripture pertain-
ing to the overall theme of 
the lesson, which could also 
be used for memorization.

Every study is based on 
a foundational portion of 
Scripture. We include both 
KJV and NIV translations 
so you can use the one 
that fits your class best.

The lesson focus clearly 
and conveniently states 
the purpose and overall 
objective for every lesson.

The Lesson Outline provides an at-a-glance look at the lesson’s main points.

SAMPLE TEACHER GUIDE LESSON
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Josiah the Reformer
We should devote ourselves entirely to following the Lord.

THE LESSON OVERVIEW

In this lesson, note that we skip the brief 
record of the reign of evil King Amon, who 
reigned for only two years and led the peo-
ple into idolatry. A statement in 2 Chronicles 
33:23 is telling: “Unlike his father . . . he did 
not humble himself before the Lord” (niv). 

And so we proceed to the reign of 
Amon’s son Josiah. This king is praised by 
the Chronicler as doing what was right in 
the eyes of the Lord. Josiah’s love for the 
Lord is exemplary. He is praised for seek-
ing the Lord at an early age, and he imple-
mented one of the most thorough reforms 
of any of Judah’s kings. He is also noted for 
his reverence for the written and prophetic 
Word of the Lord. Finally, he is credited 
with a celebration of the Passover. The last 
of the good kings, this lesson points stu-
dents to an example of godly leadership.

TEACHING GOALS

1. Impart and Reinforce Knowledge: 
Students will consider how Josiah’s zeal 
for the Lord led to a godly reign.

2. Influence Attitudes: Students will 
be encouraged to honor the Word of God.

3. Influence Behavior: Students will 
be exhorted to serve God in their gener-
ation despite a wicked past or negative 
prospects of a nation’s future.

THE LESSON OUTLINE

1. Zeal for Godly Reform  
2 Chronicles 34:1–13
A. Idolatry Removed
B. The Temple Restored

2. Reverence for God’s Word  
2 Chronicles 34:14–32
A. The King Seeks the Word
B. The King Leads the People

3. Celebrating the Passover  
2 Chronicles 35:1–19
A. Preparations
B. Celebration

HISTORICAL-LITERARY BACKGROUND

Josiah reigned in Judah ca. 640–609 
b.c. His father, Amon, reigned only two 
years. At this time, the Assyrian Empire 
has declined, and Babylon and Egypt were 
vying for international supremacy. It is 
interesting to observe that 2 Kings gives 
more detail about Josiah’s purging of idols 
while 2 Chronicles gives more detail about 
the celebration of the Passover. This is 
likely due to the Chronicler’s purpose of 
helping reestablish temple worship after 
the exile.

TEACHING RESOURCES

Copy “For Further Study 8” from the 
Adult Resource Packet for each student. 
This work sheet is a journal page for apply-
ing the Daily Bible Readings to the lesson. 
Also copy the following items (pages 35–38):
• Josiah’s Reforms
• Committed to God’s Word
• Celebrating the Lord

GOLDEN TEXT: 2 Kings 23:25

Like unto him was there no king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Moses; neither 
after him arose there any like him (kjv).

Neither before nor after Josiah was there a 
king like him who turned to the Lord as he 
did—with all his heart and with all his soul 
and with all his strength, in accordance 
with all the Law of Moses (niv).

Lesson 

8

Radiant Life Adult lessons have an easy-to-
follow format that helps you keep your place 
while you teach the  lesson.
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SAMPLE TEACHER GUIDE LESSON

Scriptures used in the lesson 
are easy to find in Radiant Life 
Adult studies, because we print 
key portions on the second 
page of every lesson in both 
the KJV and NIV translations.
 
These same verses are also 
printed in the Adult Student 
Guide, the Adult Student  
Guide–Large Print Edition, 
and the Adult Lesson Folders.*

* For more on these resources, 
see pages 12 and 13.)

It’s great having both the King 
James and the New International 
Versions used in class. Radiant 
Life prints the biblical text for  
the lessons in the Adult Teacher 
and Student Guide, which is really 
handy. Since Bill prefers 
the KJV and I use the NIV, it’s 
helpful being able to see  
both versions side-by-side. 

Resource Items correlate to 
sheets in the Adult Resource 
Packet, including work-
sheets, timelines, maps, and 
stories for application that 
keep students interested 
and reinforce the lesson. 

Introducing the Lesson will help you engage 
your students in the day’s lesson.

In-depth Commentary expounds on the  
lesson’s Scripture and is printed in a two-
column format with space between for you 
to write your own notes and reminders.

Questions for Application 
at the end of each sec-
tion give students an 
opportunity to interact 
with and learn from 
each other, helping 
drive home the lesson.

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. NIV®  
COPYRIGHT © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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(Note: Only representative verses for the lesson are printed on the The Holy Scriptures page of the lesson.)
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2 Chronicles 34:1. Josiah was eight years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jeru-
salem one and thirty years.
2. And he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David 
his father, and declined neither to the right 
hand, nor to the left.
3. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he 
was yet young, he began to seek after the God 
of David his father: and in the twelfth year he 
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the 
high places, and the groves, and the carved 
images, and the molten images.
8. Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
when he had purged the land, and the house, he 
sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah 
the governor of the city, and Joah the son of 
Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the 
Lord his God.
15. And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan 
the scribe, I have found the book of the law in 
the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah delivered 
the book to Shaphan.
18. Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. 
And Shaphan read it before the king.

19. And it came to pass, when the king had heard 
the words of the law, that he rent his clothes.
30. And the king went up into the house of the 
Lord, and all the men of Judah, and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all the people, great and small: and 
he read in their ears all the words of the book 
of the covenant that was found in the house of 
the Lord.
33. And Josiah took away all the abominations 
out of all the countries that pertained to the chil-
dren of Israel, and made all that were present in 
Israel to serve, even to serve the Lord their God. 
And all his days they departed not from following 
the Lord, the God of their fathers.
35:1. Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the 
Lord in Jerusalem: and they killed the passover 
on the fourteenth day of the first month.
18. And there was no passover like to that kept 
in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; 
neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a 
passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and 
the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were 
present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 34:1. Josiah was eight years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in Jeru-
salem thirty-one years. 
2. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 
and followed the ways of his father David, not 
turning aside to the right or to the left.

3. In the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
still young, he began to seek the God of his 
father David. In his twelfth year he began to 
purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Ash-
erah poles and idols. 

8. In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to 
purify the land and the temple, he sent Shaphan 
son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the 
city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to 
repair the temple of the Lord his God.

15. Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I 
have found the Book of the Law in the temple 
of the Lord.” He gave it to Shaphan.

18. Then Shaphan the secretary informed the 
king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” 
And Shaphan read from it in the presence of 
the king.
19. When the king heard the words of the Law, 
he tore his robes.
30. He went up to the temple of the Lord with 
the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, the priests and the Levites—all the people 
from the least to the greatest. He read in their 
hearing all the words of the Book of the Cov-
enant, which had been found in the temple of 
the Lord.
33. Josiah removed all the detestable idols from 
all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and 
he had all who were present in Israel serve the 
Lord their God. As long as he lived, they did 
not fail to follow the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors. 
35:1. Josiah celebrated the Passover to the Lord 
in Jerusalem, and the Passover lamb was slaugh-
tered on the fourteenth day of the first month.
18. The Passover had not been observed like 
this in Israel since the days of the prophet Sam-
uel; and none of the kings of Israel had ever 
celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with 
the priests, the Levites and all Judah and Israel 
who were there with the people of Jerusalem.

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
King James Version New International Version
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INTRODUCING THE LESSON 

LESSON 8: JOSIAH THE REFORMER

Josiah is the last king of Judah to 
receive a strong statement of affirma-
tion from the Chronicler: “He did what 
was right in the eyes of the Lord and 
followed the ways of his father David” 
(2 Chronicles 34:2, niv). The remain-
der of the kings either did not serve 
long (such as Jehoahaz, in 36:2–4) or 
failed to govern righteously. Josiah 
was a remarkable king who sought the 
Lord wholeheartedly. The author of  
2 Kings stated that never before or 
after was there a king like him (2 Kings 
23:25). 

1. ZEAL FOR GODLY REFORM 

A. Idolatry Removed
2 Chronicles 34:1–7
If the reign of Manasseh was shock-

ing for how quickly he turned from his 
righteous heritage, the reign of Josiah 
is surprising for the opposite reason 
(2 Chronicles 34:1–2). Manasseh was 
Josiah’s grandfather, and Josiah’s father 
was Amon—a king who pursued all the 
wickedness of Manasseh’s reign yet 
did not repent as his father did. Amon’s 
reign was so destructive that conspir-
ators assassinated him after only two 
years. The people executed the conspir-
ators and placed Josiah on the throne at 
the age of eight. 

Given Josiah’s age, the policies 
and duties of government possibly 
were carried out by counselors until 
the king was older. Nevertheless, it 
seems clear that the godliness shown 
by the young king is his own. The 
Chronicler noted that he began to 
seek the Lord at the age of sixteen 
and began a program of purification 
at age twenty (verse 3). 

Resource Item 1: Distribute the 
work sheet “Josiah’s Reforms.” 
Note that it examines the paral-
lel passage in 2 Kings 23, which 
describes Josiah’s reforms in great 
detail. Reference the completed 
sheet as you go through the fol-
lowing information.

The Chronicler  described a 
wide-ranging campaign to purge 
the land from idolatry (verses 3–7).  
There are two features about this 
account to note. First, the story indi-
cates that the king intended a final-
ity to his actions. Not only did he 
destroy the high places and idols, but 
he also executed those leading in the 
apostasy. Furthermore, he burned the 
bones of the false priests and wor-
shippers to desecrate these locations. 
Josiah intended to take steps that 
would ensure these spiritual failures 
would never again be found in the 
land. 

Second,  the  king’s  reforms 
stretched beyond Judah into the north-
ern kingdom of Israel. The Northern 
Kingdom had already fallen nearly 
a century before this. Thus the king 
had latitude to go into all the land 
of Israel and purge it of idolatry. We 
see here a foreshadowed hope for a 
reunited kingdom of Israel that would 
be free of idolatry.

Questions for Application
What are some circumstances 

Josiah overcame to act in obedience 
to God? 

How do you think the decisions of 
Josiah’s father and grandfather influ-
enced him?
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SAMPLE TEACHER GUIDE LESSON

Response to the Word 
provides specific steps you can 
encourage your students to 
take that will help them apply 
the lesson to their lives. 

Challenge yourself and encour-
age your class members to study 
the Bible outside of class with 
Daily Bible Readings. The topics 
will keep the lesson current in 
their minds throughout the week.

At first, I was nervous about 
joining in group discussions. There 
are so many smart people in the 
class! But Bill 
encouraged me to 
get involved. Now, 
class discussions 
are usually  
continued  
over Sunday 
lunch!

We’ll help you bring the study home with Call to Discipleship and 
Ministry in Action sections. These features will help your students apply 
the principles to their everyday lives. After all, helping adults gain Bible 
knowledge and become more like Christ is what Radiant Life is all about. 

This information is also printed in 
the Adult Student Guide resources 
and is available as a reproducible 
worksheet with space to take notes 
in the Adult Resource Packet. 
For more information, see page 10.
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actions are in great contrast to the 
kings who had allowed the temple to 
fall into ruin (verse 11).

Questions for Application
What is the connection between 

seeking the Lord and taking action to 
remedy wrongs and promote the good? 

What do Josiah’s actions show us 
with regard to our need for others?

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Josiah stood in opposition to 
his ancestors, and ruled accord-
ing to God’s plan. God used him 
as a voice in his generation to 
bring strength and restoration. 
This reminds us that God can and 
will bring positive change through 
people devoted to His mission of 
restoration.

As we reflect on the story of 
Josiah, let us be open to hear God’s 
direction. Perhaps He is calling us 
to be a voice of godliness in our 
own communities. Let us pray for 
the courage and wisdom necessary 
to unite those around us and invite 
them to experience a new life in 
Christ. 

2. REVERENCE FOR GOD’S WORD

A. The King Seeks the Word
2 Chronicles 34:14–28
The scene recorded in 2 Chron-

icles 34:14–28 is striking. The pro-
cess of temple restoration produced 
the discovery of the book of the Law 
of the Lord (verses 14–15). There is 
considerable discussion as to what 
this book was. Many scholars believe 

B. The Temple Restored
2 Chronicles 34:8–13
In the eighteenth year of his reign, 

at the age of twenty-six, King Josiah 
set about to restore the temple of the 
Lord (2 Chronicles 34:8). The king 
showed wisdom in his approach. 
While he personally commanded for 
the work to be done, he carefully 
enlisted the leaders of the people in 
the project. Shaphan was the king’s 
assistant, Maaseiah was mayor of 
Jerusalem, and Joah was the king’s 
recorder, perhaps one who kept gov-
ernment documents. The account 
describes a well-ordered process 
meant to do the job well, ensure that 
it was funded, and provide account-
ability (verses 9–11). As is the case 
throughout 1 and 2 Chronicles, the 
Levites played a significant role in 
the work. They are listed as fulfill-
ing particular tasks and two clans are 
specifically named (verse 12). Also 
important to note is that just as all 
Israel was included in the purging, 
all Israel is included here in the res-
toration (verse 9).

The Chronicler attributed Josiah’s 
work here to his desire to seek the 
Lord (verse 3). The Hebrew word used 
for “seek,” which includes a sense of 
inquiring or consulting, is recurrent 
throughout the Chronicler’s writing. 
Those kings who did well sought the 
Lord, but those who failed did not. 
Another recurrent word in this story is 
that used for the reparation of the tem-
ple (verses 8,10). The Hebrew word 
here means to strengthen. Commen-
tators have noted that throughout the 
Chronicler’s account, use of this word 
applies to both the physical structure 
and the devotion to the Lord. Josiah’s 
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past nor fears about the future hinder 
him from seeking the Lord. As God’s 
people we should take care to follow 
his example. Sometimes we allow our 
past to hold us back, thinking that our 
sin or our inexperience is too great. At 
other times, we despair of our future 
and allow fear to control us.

As you reflect upon this story, what 
is the Spirit speaking to you? What 
Scripture has come to mind? What pro-
phetic word has prompted you? 

In the same way, reflect on how you 
might better exhibit your trust in God. 
If there is an area where you have been 
battling fear or holding back in your 
commitment to God, resolve to step 
forward in obedience this week. Then 
celebrate the great things God is doing 
in your life.

Ministry in Action
Pray for the Lord to strengthen stu-

dents by His Spirit. Take time to pray 
for one another that guilt and fear will 
be overcome.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Monday: Laws for the King. 
Deuteronomy 17:14–20

Tuesday: Covenant Faithfulness 
Rewarded. 
Deuteronomy 28:1–9

Wednesday: Zealous for  
God’s Law. 
Psalm 119:129–140

Thursday: Be Salt and Light. 
Matthew 5:13–16

Friday: A Holy Nation. 
1 Peter 2:1–9

Saturday: Repent and Return. 
Revelation 2:1–7

Resource Item 3: Distribute the 
work sheet “Celebrating the Lord.” 
Complete the Wheel of Association 
as a class, encouraging students to 
consider the question on the sheet 
further during the week.

Questions for Application
What does this passage about the 

Levites tell us about the importance of 
serving the community of faith? 

How can we ensure that our per-
sonal growth is not neglected as we 
seek to serve the Church?

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

These passages of Scripture 
encourage us to remember the 
freedom we have found in God. It 
is important that we take time to 
pause, reflect, and celebrate what 
God has done. 

At times we find ourselves with 
opportunity to lead others in this 
celebration. It is a privilege to create 
environments that point others to 
God. Each milestone of faith should 
be celebrated. However, it is also 
important to create boundaries so 
as to not neglect our own spiritual 
growth. How can you serve better? 
What boundaries do you need to 
set?

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

One of the most remarkable things 
about Josiah’s story is that he served 
God passionately in spite of his cir-
cumstances. He let neither the wicked 
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The Radiant Life Adult Resource Packet is 
full of reproducible materials to enhance 
your lesson presentation, including posters, 
transparencies, worksheets, case studies, 
quizzes, and informational handouts.

CLASSROOM RESOURCES

These resources will help you target  different learning  
styles, so you can effectively communicate God’s 
Word. Worksheets and informational handouts 
will broaden  students’ understanding of what the 
Bible says through writing and discussion.

Every Radiant Life Adult Resource Packet comes  
with four posters—two promotional posters to  
advertise upcoming themes to other church members,  
and two to  display in your classroom to encourage  
your students’ faith.

I really appreciate the handouts. I love digging 
deeper into a topic and am used to pursuing my own 
Bible study, but this handout really keeps me 
focused. The note-taking space is invaluable. 

I even started collecting them in a notebook. 
I recently flipped back through the past year’s 
work sheets. It was encouraging to see in black 
and white how much I’ve grown as a Christian 
and in my knowledge of God’s Word.

BONUS: Make copies of the resource items you 
don’t intend to use in class and give them to your 
students to further their study throughout the week. 

TEACHER TIP: Post the invitation posters in a prime 
location away from your church (i.e., a bulletin 
board advertising local events) and invite members 
of your community to study God’s Word with you. 
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• Notice these four divisions in this period of Israel’s history:
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2. The Divided Kingdom—from 931 to 722 B.C.
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4. The Return From Captivity—from 516 B.C. to 445 B.C.

• The reigns of the kings are identified as wicked or good. Notice that in some instances 

two kings reigned at the same time within a kingdom.

• The dates of the kings and prophets are those of John C. Whitcomb’s chart, “Old  

Testament Kings and Prophets.”

Adapted from Survey of the Old Testament by Irving L. Jensen.
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These commandments that I give you

today are to be on your hearts.
Impress them on your children.

Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up.

— Deuteronomy 6:6–7, niv
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As you read the Scripture portion each 

day, note how it relates to the Central 

Truth and Focus for this study. Ask God to 

show you how you can apply His Word 

to your life today.

Central Truth: We should devote ourselves 

entirely to following the Lord.

Focus: To consider Josiah’s zeal for godly 

reform and experience spiritual transforma-

tion in our lives.

Notes

Tuesday
Covenant Faithfulness 

Rewarded. 

Deuteronomy 28:1–9
Notes

Wednesday

Zealous for God’s Law. 

Psalm 119:129–140

Notes

Thursday

Be Salt and Light. 

Matthew 5:13–16

Notes

Friday
A Holy Nation. 

1 Peter 2:1–9

Notes

Saturday

Repent and Return. 

Revelation 2:1–7

Notes

Monday
Laws for the King. 

Deuteronomy 17:14–20

For Further Study

Josiah the Reformer
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Celebrating the LordB elow is a Wheel of Association. Go around the classroom and have each student offer an 

answer to the following question: “What are some ways in which we celebrate the Lord?” 

Record the answers on the sheet. One answer is provided.
You might further utilize this wheel by taking it home and offering personal responses to this 

question: “What are some specific reasons I can celebrate the Lord?”

UNIT 1| KINGS OF JUDAH
LESSON 
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Committed to God’s Word

Read the passage assigned to your group. As a group, answer the questions. Appoint a 

spokesperson who will share your responses with the class. Note that the last question for 

each group is for personal reflection by each student. (Students do not need to share their 

response to question three if they feel uncomfortable doing so.)

Group 1: Read Psalm 119:1–8

1. What does Psalm 119:1–8 tell about the importance of God’s Word?

2. What happens to those who learn and obey it?

Personal Reflection Question

3. How can following the teachings of Psalm 119:1–8 change my life?

Group 2: Read Psalm 119:9–16

1. What does Psalm 119:9–16 tell about the importance of God’s Word?

2. What happens to those who learn and obey it?

Personal Reflection Question

3. How can following the teachings of Psalm 119:9–16 change my life?

Group 3: Read Psalm 119:17–24

1. What does Psalm 119:17–24 tell about the importance of God’s Word?

2. What happens to those who learn and obey it?

Personal Reflection Question

3. How can following the teachings of Psalm 119:17–24 change my life?

Group 4: Read Psalm 119:25–32

1. What does Psalm 119:25–32 tell about the importance of God’s Word?

 2. What happens to those who learn and obey it?

Personal Reflection Question

3. How can following the teachings of Psalm 119:25–32 change my life?

UNIT 1| KINGS OF JUDAH
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Josiah’s Reforms 

2 Kings 23

Josiah’s righteous reforms are detailed in 2 Kings 23:1–24, a passage parallel to 

2 Chronicles 34. Below are several specific points of reform described in 2 Kings 

23. Note each, considering the specific value they would have for the nation, as 

well as how they would impact the nation’s relationship to God. Refer to this sheet as 

you proceed through 2 Chronicles 34.

1.  Josiah had the priests remove all items involved in idol worship from the 

temple area and had them burned (verse 4).

2.    Josiah removed pagan priests, who had been appointed by early kings of Judah 

(verse 5).

3. Josiah removed the Asherah pole from the temple and burned it (verse 6).

4.  Josiah removed from the temple the living quarters of those involved in shrine 

prostitution and in the making of items used in idol worship (verse 7).

5.  Josiah centralized the priesthood back to the temple in Jerusalem, desecrating 

the places where incense was burned (verse 8). 

6. Josiah removed shrines at the city gates (verses 8–9).

7.  Josiah desecrated the place where Molech was worshipped to put a stop to the 

idolatrous practices used in worship of this false god (verse 10).

8.  Josiah removed the horses and destroyed the chariots used to worship the sun 

(verse 11). This likely refers to how Shamash, the sun god, would be carried 

on a horse-drawn chariots during festivals.

9.  Josiah removed and defiled shrines in the former northern kingdom of Israel 

(verses 19–20)

10.  Josiah got rid of mediums and spiritists; he also removed from Jerusalem and 

all of Judah other things associated with idol worship (verse 24).
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STUDENT RESOURCES

Radiant Life Adult Student Guides will help 
your students prepare for the week’s study 
as well as follow along during class. 

Each of the  lesson’s main points and core  
information is covered in this booklet, 
 conveniently sized to fit in most Bibles.  
Plus, questions at the end of every section  
will  challenge adults to apply biblical truth  
in their personal lives. 

This resource is also available in a Large  
Print Edition for those who appreciate  
easier-to-read print. 

Adult Lesson Folders ensure your  
visitors don’t feel left out. This loose-
leaf resource allows you to give a 
condensed version of the day’s lesson 
to those without a Student Guide so 
they can follow along during class. 

Each of the  lesson’s main points and 
core information is covered along with 
the Scripture setting. Plus, questions 
at the end of each section will  
challenge adults to apply the truth  
in their personal lives. 

Daily Bible Reading topics and Scripture pas-
sages from the Teacher Guide and Resource 
Packet are printed on the first page of every Adult 
Student Guide lesson and Adult Lesson Folder. 

These six reading passages will enhance 
your students’ personal devotions as they dig 
deeper into the study’s topic. It’s just another 
way Radiant Life connects learning to life.

Small enough to fit in a Bible, God’s Word for Today* encourages your  
students to develop a life-long habit of pursuing God through His Word  
as they journey through the Bible in a year. 

Each daily devotion focuses on a key portion of the Bible and ends  
with a prayer suggestion, challenge, or thought for the day that will  
help adults apply a central truth to their lives. 

And the daily prayer emphasis will encourage them to use their  
intercessory skills as they pray for the world, missionaries, Christian  
organizations, and social issues.

* Published quarterly. Yearly subscriptions available.

Uplifting stories in LIVE* will inspire adults 
in their Christian walk. Be sure to send 
this eight-page, mini-magazine home 
with your class members each week.

* Published quarterly. Yearly subscriptions available.

Study Text2 Chronicles 34:1 through 35:19

Key Verse2 Kings 23:25Like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with 
all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like 

him (kjv).

Neither before nor after Josiah 
was there a king like him who turned to the Lord as he did—with all his heart and with 

all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all 
the Law of Moses (niv).

Josiah the Reformer

Study 

8

Introducing the Study Today we examine the reign of a man 
who was perhaps Judah’s greatest king: 
Josiah. It’s been said that Josiah had “tunnel 
vision.” This is often used as a negative say-
ing, but in this case it is quite positive. Josiah 
was utterly focused on doing what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, to the great benefit of 
himself as well as the nation of Judah that he 
led so effectively.As you proceed through this study, 

pay close attention to the needs in Judah in 
Josiah’s time, as well as the types of reforms 
he took. Notice his profound reverence for 
God’s Word, and the priority he placed on 
celebrating the Lord. Josiah is a man whose 
life is worth emulating.

Commentary & Application 
1. Zeal for Godly Reform2 Chronicles 34:1–13

Josiah is the last king of Judah to 
be described as one who did what was 
right in the eyes of the Lord (2 Chron-
icles 34:2). Josiah was a remarkable 
king who sought the Lord wholeheart-
edly. The author of 2 Kings stated that 

never before or after was there a king 
like him (2 Kings 23:25). We might be surprised at Josiah’s 

reform. Manasseh was Josiah’s grand-
father, and Josiah’s father was Amon—
a king who pursued all the wicked-
ness of Manasseh’s reign yet did not 
repent as his father did. Amon’s reign 
was so destructive that conspirators 

We should devote ourselves entirely  to following the Lord.

Adult Student Guide—Large Print Edition 35

January 21, 2018

Unit 1, Kings of Judah

Commentary & Application Adult Student Guide—Large Print Edition 39

January 21, 2018

Josiah the Reformer

As we study the life and reign of Josiah, we observe 

three important principles that apply to Christian 

leaders as well as to every person who follows Christ. 

First, Josiah sought the Lord. His innermost thoughts 

and priorities were focused in the right direction. Yet 

he did not limit himself to a personal response. Sec-

ond, he took action, destroying the ungodliness that 

plagued the land and threatened to undo him. He dealt 

with evil. Third, he conveyed his convictions to oth-

ers—those under his reign.Think about how you can apply these principles, 

whether you are a leader or not. Do you seek the Lord 

zealously? Do you need to eliminate any sinful influ-

ences? Who can you influence or encourage to follow 

Jesus? 
One thing I can do this week in response to this lesson . . .

DISCIPLESHIP IN ACTION
DAILY BIBLE READINGSMondayLaws for the King. Deuteronomy 17:14–20

TuesdayCovenant Faithfulness Rewarded. Deuteronomy 28:1–9WednesdayZealous for God’s Law. Psalm 119:129–140
ThursdayBe Salt and Light. Matthew 5:13–16
Friday

A Holy Nation. 1 Peter 2:1–9
SaturdayRepent and Return. Revelation 2:1–7

long after the time of Josiah, and 
therefore to a nation that had returned 
from Babylonian exile. He was 
directing them toward true worship 
and devotion to God as they rebuilt 
the temple and reordered their lives. 
Josiah’s celebration was the ideal 
to which the newly returned people 
could and should aspire.Note also that the Passover 

feast exceeded all the observances of  
the Passover ever held. This celebra-
tion of God’s salvation, in the form 
of deliverance from Egypt centu-
ries before, captures the godly joy  

and righteous priority of Josiah’s 
reign. 

For Classroom DiscussionWhat does this passage about the 
Levites tell us about the importance 
of serving the community of faith? 

For Personal ResponseIn what ways do you celebrate the 
Lord? 

land (verses 3–7). Note that Josiah went 
beyond destroying the high places and 
idols. He also executed those leading the 
apostasy. He knew that such steps could 
help prevent a relapse into spiritual failure. 

Note also that Josiah’s reforms reached 
into the northern kingdom of Israel. They 
had already fallen nearly a century earlier. 
Thus the king had latitude to go into all the 
land of Israel and purge it of idolatry. 

In the eighteenth year of his reign, 
King Josiah set about restoring the tem-
ple of the Lord (2 Chronicles 34:8). At 
the heart of all this activity was Josiah’s 
passionate desire to seek the Lord (verse 
3). The Hebrew word used for “seek,” 
includes a sense of inquiring or consult-
ing the Lord. Josiah contrasted greatly 
with the kings who had allowed the tem-
ple to fall into ruin (verse 11).

Do you feel like Christians need to expe-
rience reform from time to time, and, if 
so, why? 

2. Reverence for God’s Word

2 Chronicles 34:14–32
Take a moment to reflect on the scene 

in 2 Chronicles 34:14–28. Note especially 
the strong emphasis King Josiah placed 
on the book of the Law, discovered during 
the process of temple restoration. Clearly, 
the Law had long been neglected.

When Shaphan reported the discov-
ery and read the Law to the king, Josiah 
responded by tearing his royal robes of 
dignity, a sign of humiliation and repen-
tance. Although he had already been seek-
ing the Lord, the Law revealed to him 
the great gap between the commands of 
the covenant and the sinful actions of the 
people. Josiah saw that the people were 

guilty, and so he sent a delegation to the 
prophetess Huldah to find instruction on 
how to proceed (verses 22–28). 

Note that Josiah had a reverence for 
both the written and the prophetic word 
of God. We know even today that the 
prophetic word often applies to and rein-
forces the written word. The king showed 
wisdom by seeking the voice of the 
prophetess regarding God’s Word.

Huldah had bad news for the nation. 
Their sins had already incurred God’s 
judgment. The reason is the same as 
reported throughout the histories of the 
kings: “they have forsaken me” (verse 
25). The judgment of Judah would come 
as a result of God’s anger. 

Upon hearing the message, Josiah 
gathered the people together in order 
to read the Law to them, then led in a 
renewal of the covenant (2 Chronicles 
34:29–32). The king vowed to keep the 
covenant “with all his heart, and with all 
his soul” (verse 31, kjv). 

The response of the king and the peo-
ple is striking in light of the prophetic 
word. Judah would suffer judgment. Yet 
their love for God was such that they 
sought Him all the more. Whereas former 
kings had led the nation astray, Josiah 
would lead them back to the God of their 
fathers (verse 32).

What does it mean to show reverence for 
God’s Word, and to what degree is such 
reverence necessary today? 

3. Celebrating the Passover

2 Chronicles 35:1–19
Following their reaffirmation of the 

covenant, Josiah prepared to lead the peo-
ple in a grand celebration of the Passover 

2 Chronicles 34:1. Josiah was eight years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jeru-
salem one and thirty years.
2. And he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David 
his father, and declined neither to the right 
hand, nor to the left.
3. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he 
was yet young, he began to seek after the God 
of David his father: and in the twelfth year he 
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the 
high places, and the groves, and the carved 
images, and the molten images.
8. Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when 
he had purged the land, and the house, he sent 
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the 
governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz 
the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord 
his God.
15. And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan 
the scribe, I have found the book of the law in 
the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah delivered 
the book to Shaphan.
18. Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, say-
ing, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. 
And Shaphan read it before the king.

19. And it came to pass, when the king had heard 
the words of the law, that he rent his clothes.
30. And the king went up into the house of the 
Lord, and all the men of Judah, and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all the people, great and small: and 
he read in their ears all the words of the book 
of the covenant that was found in the house of 
the Lord.
33. And Josiah took away all the abominations 
out of all the countries that pertained to the chil-
dren of Israel, and made all that were present 
in Israel to serve, even to serve the Lord their 
God. And all his days they departed not from 
following the Lord, the God of their fathers.
35:1. Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the 
Lord in Jerusalem: and they killed the passover 
on the fourteenth day of the first month.

18. And there was no passover like to that kept 
in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; 
neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a 
passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were pres-
ent, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 34:1. Josiah was eight years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in Jeru-
salem thirty-one years. 
2. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 
and followed the ways of his father David, not 
turning aside to the right or to the left.

3. In the eighth year of his reign, while he 
was still young, he began to seek the God of 
his father David. In his twelfth year he began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, 
Asherah poles and idols. 

8. In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to 
purify the land and the temple, he sent Shaphan 
son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the 
city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the recorder, to 
repair the temple of the Lord his God.

15. Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I 
have found the Book of the Law in the temple 
of the Lord.” He gave it to Shaphan.

18. Then Shaphan the secretary informed the 
king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” 
And Shaphan read from it in the presence of 
the king.
19. When the king heard the words of the Law, 
he tore his robes.
30. He went up to the temple of the Lord with 
the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, the priests and the Levites—all the people 
from the least to the greatest. He read in their 
hearing all the words of the Book of the Cov-
enant, which had been found in the temple of 
the Lord.
33. Josiah removed all the detestable idols from 
all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and 
he had all who were present in Israel serve the 
Lord their God. As long as he lived, they did 
not fail to follow the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors. 
35:1. Josiah celebrated the Passover to the 
Lord in Jerusalem, and the Passover lamb was 
slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the first 
month.
18. The Passover had not been observed like 
this in Israel since the days of the prophet Sam-
uel; and none of the kings of Israel had ever 
celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with 
the priests, the Levites and all Judah and Israel 
who were there with the people of Jerusalem.
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35:19

Key Verse

2 Kings 23:25

Like unto him was there no 

king before him, that turned 

to the Lord with all his heart, 

and with all his soul, and 

with all his might, accord

ing to all the law of Moses; 

neither after him arose there 

any like him (kjv).

Neither before nor after 

Josiah was there a king 

like him who turned to the 

Lord as he did—with all his 

heart and with all his soul 

and with all his strength, in 

accordance with all the Law 

of Moses (niv).
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Introducing the Study 

Today we examine the reign of a man who was 

perhaps Judah’s greatest king: Josiah. It’s been said 

that Josiah had “tunnel vision.” This is often used 

as a negative saying, but in this case it is quite 

positive. Josiah was utterly focused on doing what 

was right in the eyes of the Lord, to the great ben-

efit of himself as well as the nation of Judah that 

he led so effectively.

As you proceed through this study, pay close 

attention to the needs in Judah in Josiah’s time, 

as well as the types of reforms he took. Notice his 

profound reverence for God’s Word, and the prior-

ity he placed on celebrating the Lord. Josiah is a 

man whose life is worth emulating.

Commentary & Application 

1. Zeal for Godly Reform

2 Chronicles 34:1–13

Josiah is the last king of Judah to be 

described as one who did what was right 

in the eyes of the Lord (2 Chronicles 34:2). 

Josiah was a remarkable king who sought 

the Lord wholeheartedly. The author of 

2 Kings stated that never before or after 

was there a king like him (2 Kings 23:25). 

We might be surprised at Josiah’s reform. 

Manasseh was Josiah’s grandfather, and 

Josiah’s father was Amon—a king who 

pursued all the wickedness of Manasseh’s 

reign yet did not repent as his father did. 

Amon’s reign was so destructive that con-

spirators assassinated him after two years. 

The people executed the conspirators and 

placed Josiah on the throne at the age of 

eight. 
Scripture notes that Josiah began to 

seek the Lord at sixteen, and four years 

later began critical spiritual reforms. 

This included purging idolatry from the 

We should devote ourselves entirely  

to following the Lord.


